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RABBIT INFORMATION 
Rabbit  Facts. 
�x Rabbits can leave their mothers from about 6-8 weeks of age, by which time they should 

be fully weaned.  
�x They live from 6-10 years, although some rabbits can live even longer than this. 
�x The male is called a buck, and the female a doe. The male has a round genital opening, 

containing the penis, whereas the female has a V-shaped slit.  
�x Sexual maturity occurs at 4-5 months of age, and at this stage they can be neutered. 
�x Oestrus in the doe can last for a long time because she will only ovulate following mating, 

although sometimes this may occur following mounting by other does. 
�x The gestation period is approximately 32 days, and their litter size averages about 6-7. 
 

Housing. 
When taking on a rabbit it is important to consider their natural behaviour patterns and needs. Rabbits are social animals 

which like to jump and burrow, so they require plenty of space. Ideally they should be kept with a companion, preferably another 
rabbit, and it is important to allow them to exercise for several hours a day, whether kept indoors or outdoors. 
 
Outdoors: 
 Two or more rabbits can live in a permanent enclosure, with suitable shelter and the opportunity to exercise at will. This is 
the ideal situation for them to display their normal behaviour patterns. Alternatively, they can be kept in a hutch at night but be 
allowed access to the garden or a run for several hours each day. A hutch can never be too big, but it should be at least 5' x 2' x 2' (per 
rabbit). A confined sleeping area should be provided to protect rabbits from the elements, and the hutch should be in a sheltered 
position out of the wind and direct sunlight. It should be raised off the ground to prevent damp and to deter vermin. The roof should 
be waterproof, sloping and have an overhang to allow water to run off. 

Rather than allowing free-run of the garden an exercise run may be preferred. This, again, should be as large as possible, and 
may be portable so it can be moved around the garden, or permanent with the hutch incorporated into the enclosure. A customised 
garden shed with access to a permanent outdoor run via a catflap makes an ideal home for a rabbit. As rabbits like to burrow, a 
permanent run should have the wire mesh sunk into the ground at least 15'' around the edges to stop them burrowing out. The runs 
should include somewhere to hide - either a wooden box or a length of pipe - and should be partly covered to provide shade and 
protection from the rain. 

Needless to say, any run or hutch should be secure against predators - cats, dogs, foxes or birds of prey. 
 
Indoors:  

Rabbits are naturally very clean, and in the wild they have toilet areas. This means they can be easily litter trained, so can 
live indoors with us just like a cat. Initially it is best to keep the rabbit in an indoor cage with a litter tray and then gradually build up 
their freedom over time. Provided the rabbit gets out for several hours a day it is reasonable to keep them caged when unsupervised. 
Over time it is quite possible to turn them into 'free-range' house rabbits. 

The biggest problem with an indoor rabbit is that they like to chew. 'Bunny-proofing' the home is essential to protect both 
your possessions and the rabbit! Cables should be covered with plastic 
piping, houseplants lifted beyond reach, skirting boards and furniture legs 
protected with plastic, and books and clothing not left on the floor. 
 
Stimulation:  

Whether kept indoors or outside, providing plenty of stimulation 
to keep rabbits occupied is essential. As rabbits are social animals, 
providing them with a companion or giving them plenty of human contact 
is important. The environment can also be enriched with tunnels, cardboard 
boxes, baskets etc, and a planter filled with earth to dig in. Wild rabbits 
spend several hours a day foraging for food, so hiding tasty bits of food 
and scattering their concentrate diet around the cage encourages this type 
of behaviour. Access to hay at all times is essential, both for their diet and 
also as something for them to play with. 
 




